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Introduction
Making sure that nature is at the centre of 

development - helping us to find our way in 
uncertain times.

Our natural environment is precious. It 
is full of potential. It supports everything 
we do. This prospectus sets out a vision 
for how we can protect and improve the 
natural world around us - and how, with 
a bit of imagination and effort, it can help 
create a stronger economy and healthier 
communities too.

Somerset’s natural environment is 
precious to the people of Somerset. 
Indeed, it is why many have chosen to 
stay here or move here.  Whether the 
wild upland, the muddy seashore or the 

wonderful wetlands, the rich and varied 
landscapes are hugely valued.

But, of course, the wildlife and green 
spaces are even more important than 
that. They play a fundamental part in all 
aspects of our lives - providing us with the 
things we need to survive and thrive - now 
and into the future.

I hope you will share our vision for 
Somerset and that we can count on your 
support as we try to make these ideas 
happen.

Simon Nash
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The Natural 
Environment

Somerset is blessed with a rich and varied 
natural environment

From the wild uplands of Exmoor to the 
abundant wildlife on the Levels and from the 
fertile Blackdown Hills to the  grasslands on the 
Mendips - it offers important habitats, wonderful 
wildlife and critically important environments.

To a great extent, Somerset’s history, culture and 
economy are built upon the importance of its 
natural environment. Farming, forestry, fishing, 
tourism - all depend on the continued health of 
the environment.

Somerset’s landscape is one of the most 
biologically diverse in the UK, making it an 
important area for conservation. We all have 
obligations to maintain these important natural 
areas - restoring and improving habitats where 
possible. How else can we keep Somerset special 
into the future?

Just imagine if we could not witness the huge 
flights of starlings over the reed beds in winter. 
Just imagine if we could no longer walk along the 
paths and tracks of Exmoor and the Quantocks. 
Just imagine if the Levels no longer supported its 
array of wildlife. 

Above and Opposite: Exmoor Ponies
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Unless we all actively support these places they 
will come under threat - from over-development, 
from climate change, from neglect.

Our approach, in this Prospectus, is to enlist the 
support of businesses, developers and planners 
- to understand the vital importance of the 
County’s natural places and to work with us to 
preserve and enhance them.

While this Prospectus is, of course, focussed on 
the natural world, it is also showing how nature 
enhances communities, makes peoples’ lives 
better and healthier and gives rich opportunities 
to businesses - large and small.

Our aim, as the Somerset Local Nature 
Partnership (SLNP), is to ensure that we can 
maintain the scale and quality of our habitats 
so that they remain special into the future. We 
want to make sure that everyone can enjoy 
nature, wherever they live. We need to show 
how supporting nature is good for business and 
communities.

These are important aims which will help to 
preserve our natural environment into the future.
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It’s only natural
These six projects will showcase the 

importance of a healthy environment - to 
ourselves, our communities and our businesses

We are highlighting six projects that can 
transform the way we think of nature. Each uses 
nature to create added value - to improve health, 
to increase tourism, to build better communities, 
to support jobs and to enrich our lives.

Somerset Local Nature Partnership is not aiming 
to manage or develop these projects itself.  We 
don’t have the money or the powers to do so. 
However, we will work hard with our partners to 
make these projects happen. We will champion 
them; we will build alliances and help find 
funding; we will encourage development that 
works with nature.

A perfect Brue
A national treasure waiting to be discovered

Much Moor
Making more of the woodlands

You are what you eat
The value of natural products

Country towns
Keeping wildlife in the heart of our towns

Stepping out
Creating a new trail along the coast

Feeling great
Using nature to keep us fit and healthy

Above: Azure Damselfy ©Matthew Marshall | mjmarshallphotography.co.uk
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A perfect Brue
The Brue Valley offers one of the finest wildlife 
experiences in the country - on your doorstep.

The Brue Valley, set in the heart of the Somerset 
Levels, is one of the richest, yet most sensitive, 
wildlife areas in the county.

The potential is there to create England’s best 
wetland habitat - and, at the same time, to support 
the local economy and local enterprises.  Our 
plan is to harness this special environment  to 
create jobs, generate biomass for energy, reduce 
carbon emissions, promote green tourism and 
reduce flood risks.

It is a fantastic opportunity to showcase how the 
economy and the environment can work hand in 
hand. Some are calling it an ‘ecological enterprise 
zone’ -a place where business opportunity grows 
naturally from the landscape.

Extending from Glastonbury in the east to Catcott 
and Edington in the West, the Brue Valley Living 
Landscape area is a collection of diverse, yet 
nature-rich, habitats. 

It is home to internationally recognised populations 
of wildfowl and wading birds. It is a great place to 
see otters in the wild. It has several rare species of 
invertebrates, insects, flowers and birds.

If we are to maintain, improve and restore this 
extraordinary landscape, we need to work with 
farmers, landowners and local businesses to 

Above: View Towards Glastonbury ©Guy Edwardes/2020VISION
Opposite: Sunrise on River Brue ©Lynne Newton | lynnenewtonfoxybiddy.zenfolio.com
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create value from nature. We need to 
exploit a range of opportunities to bring 
new investment to this part of the Levels. 
We are aiming for a step change in 
the ambitions for the Brue Valley - both 
in terms of the environment and the 
economy.

First, we must join up the ‘islands’ of rich 
wildlife habitats. We must create a scale 
which can sustain wildlife numbers - and 
we must better manage the area for a 
range of uses.

We must plan to create real value from 
the Valley. There is enormous potential to 
grow and harvest the biomass needed for 
heat and energy locally.  We can manage 
the peat areas to lock in carbon. We 
can design the area to provide a natural 
solution to flood-risk management. And 
we can help grow the untapped tourist 
market - attracting new visitors to enjoy the 
spectacular wildlife.

By generating income from these activities, 
we can provide the funds to continue 
enhancing the environment and the 
opportunities for new jobs and businesses 
through out the area.

Next Steps
We will work with the Heart of the South 
West Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) 
to prioritise the Avalon Marshes for rural 
development funding and secure funding 
for a new Avalon Marshes Visitor Centre.

We will secure long-term agreements with 
Somerset County Council and other land 
owners to double the area managed as 
nature-rich wetland.  This will support a 
greater number of SMEs building their 
business on nature - from cycle hire to 
biomass energy.
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Much Moor
Ancient woodlands and modern management 

- creating more value on Exmoor.

Exmoor is known for many things - open 
moorland, roaming deer, dark skies and wooded 
coombes. Of course, woodland has played an 
important role in the landscape and history of 
Exmoor.

There’s something stirring under the forest canopy.  
A range of new initiatives are springing up to bring 
new life to the ancient woodlands and to the local 
economy around the Moor.

Now all under the leadership of the National Park, 
the work to restore many of the ancient woodland 
sites which had been planted with non-native 
coniferous species continues. While important 
for the local landscape and the wildlife potential, 
these woodlands, when restored, will attract many 
more visitors to the valleys and villages of Exmoor.

Other woodland sites within the Moor are now 
being actively managed for woodfuel.  A series of 
connected projects is supporting the whole supply 
chain. Some are commercial, some are managed 
by local communities and some have become 
social enterprises - all aiming to extract social and 
economic value from a natural and abundant raw 
material.

Above: ©Ben Simmonds
Opposite: Metasyrphus Nitens ©Robin Williams
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By including everything from coppicing 
and woodland management to the 
installation of wood-powered heating 
systems and new tools for storing, and 
drying wood pellets - its a great example 
of how they are seeking to ‘unlock 
Exmoor’s woodland potential’. 

One of the key aims is to promote the 
local use and local processing of this local 
product. Whether used in construction, 
furniture-making or woodfuel, timber 
from Moorland woods can offer a truly 
sustainable resource. There is even a 
local certification scheme to provide an 
independent assessment of woodland 
management.

The extensive woodlands on Exmoor are 
threatened by climate change but also 
offer a path to greater resilience. It is 
vital that new ways to plant, manage and 
use the woods are found. It is equally 
important that the potential of woodland 
is better understood by local people and 
businesses.

The lessons learned on Exmoor can be 
used across the County - replicating best 
practice through the work of the Somerset 
Woodland Association and other bodies. If 
woodland is to be used to its full potential, 
it needs sustained investment. It needs to 
show how it can help to create jobs, skills 
and local businesses; it needs to show 
how it can offer solutions to the threats 
of climate change and how it can protect 
and enhance important natural habitats.

Next steps
We will work with Exmoor National Park, 
The Exmoor Society and their partners 
to grow the scale of their woodland 
initiatives, and to help expand it out 
into the rest of Somerset. This will help 
to create efficiencies, strengthen supply 
chains, build new enterprises and enhance 
some of the County’s most special sites.
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You are what you eat
There is more to Somerset’s food than 

cheese and cider.

In common with many other rural areas, the 
landscape of Somerset is forged by farming. Food 
production and processing is an important part of 
the economy.

The proportion of local and sustainably produced 
food actually eaten in Somerset is falling. Most 
of the food we eat is shipped in from other parts 
of the country and from across the world.  And 
most of what we produce is shipped out to the 
supermarkets and other bulk customers. This is 
despite the fact that Somerset farmers produce 
a wide variety of quality meat, dairy, grain, 
vegetables and fruits which could be appearing on 
our tables.

The New Economics Foundation has estimated 
that every pound spent on local food can have a 
multiplier effect, making it worth £2.50 to the local 
economy. Food that is produced for local markets 
tends to be farmed in a more sustainable way and 
with less impact on the natural environment.

There is no shortage of food great projects in 
Somerset. Incredible Edible Somerset, Somerset 
Community Food, Somerset Farmers Markets and 
Local Food Direct, Somerset Food and so on. They 
all promote different aspects of local, community 

Above: Decon Red Cows ©Brian Phipps
Opposite: Red Apples
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and natural food production. The benefits 
are clear - promoting local wealth, 
building community networks, preserving 
biodiversity and ensuring affordability - 
and for the people of Somerset.

It is important not just to create a strong 
Somerset food brand but also to ensure 
that there is the infrastructure in place 
to support more local production, 
processing, distribution and marketing.  
We would like the LNP and LEP to 
work together to ensure that local food 
businesses get priority access to the 
superfast broadband networks being rolled 
out across the County - giving producers 
quicker and easier access to market

Producers need to be the driving force 
behind any new food brand. But tourism 
businesses, environmentalists and councils 
can come together to support such a 
scheme to ensure both a quality product 
for the consumer and a fair deal for 
nature. Imagine what could be achieved if 
everyone worked on this together. 

We, in Somerset, could provide locally-
sourced, seasonal lunches to our schools - 
like the Local Food Links project in Dorset. 
Our growers could get a fair price for their 
produce from local consumers rather than 
the big retailers. Our landscape could be 
enhanced by using less intensive, nature 
friendly farming methods - building on 
initiatives such as the Pasture Fed Livestock 
Association. 

We have to be ambitious if we are to get 
naturally produced, local food on every 
plate.

Next steps
We will convene a major conference, 
bringing together all the key players in 
food retail, production and marketing, 
to plan for a co-ordinated approach to 
promoting nature-friendly, Somerset food. 

We will sponsor a Food and Fibre award 
with a leading broadband provider to 
recognise innovative producers who have 
used high-speed broadband to local 
produce to new markets.
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We can make our towns better by building in 
wildlife opportunities and green spaces.

Our natural urban landscapes are really 
important to our quality of life. They 
can play a vital role in environmental 
protection and the provision of food. 
Contact with nature can relieve stress 
and make us more relaxed and more 
productive. 

Networks of urban wild space, or ‘green 
infrastructure’ provide a life-support 
system for urban areas - purifying the air 
while reducing the heating and cooling 
costs of the buildings nearby. The leafy 
umbrella of big trees and soft, green 
open spaces can intercept storms and 
reduce the risk of flash flooding.  As 
we are experiencing more extreme 
weather and higher average summer 
temperatures in our towns and cities, our 
urban green spaces have an important 
job to do.

Urban green spaces can be rich and 
varied - valued for biodiversity and for 
public access and recreation - but they 
are increasingly under pressure.

Businesses in greener settings attract 
and keep staff, with reduced sickness 
absence and increased productivity

Views of natural landscapes can 
add up to 18% to land and property 
values

Green infrastructure reduces 
pollution which, in turn, improves 
health and wellbeing

Footpaths and cycle paths provide 
healthy, low-cost leisure and 
recreation

Urban green spaces reduce pressure 
on flood defences and help flood risk 
management

Green infrastructure can provide 
climate change adaptation and 
mitigation.

Country towns
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Given the growing demand to build 
more houses and workspace in and 
around our towns, we need to make 
sure the valuable role that nature plays 
in urban areas is fully understood.  Now, 
more than ever, we must plan positively 
for green infrastructure and ensure its 
delivery.

Green infrastructure should go hand 
in hand with any new developments - 
protecting and improving existing areas 
and creating new ones where possible. It 
should be about putting the environment 
at the heart of the planning process to 
produce spaces which benefit people 
and wildlife alike. It should also be about 
making our towns more resilient to the 
effects of climate change and extreme 
weather.

Next Steps
With the help of local planning authorities 
in Somerset we will negotiate a ‘Nature 
Agreement’ with each major development 
in and around our towns. Working 

constructively with the building companies 
we aim to create new opportunities 
for wildlife in the heart of our towns. 
Whether it’s a new community orchard; 
nesting boxes for bats and swifts; 
common areas sown with wildflowers 
or creating connections to larger areas 
of open space, we can improve new 
developments for both residents and 
wildlife.

Working with local communities, 
businesses and partners we will develop 
‘Living Landscape’ projects which are 
supported by grants from the Lottery, in 
four more towns in Somerset, similar to 
that already well under way in Taunton. 
These projects will help to create natural 
spaces valued by local communities and 
businesses that ensure healthy thriving 
populations of wildlife in the heart of our 
urban areas. 

Thriving wildlife communities = 
thriving social communities.

Above: ©David Wilson Homes
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Stepping out
The Somerset Coast is an immensely diverse 
and beautiful landscape. It is just waiting to 

be explored.

Somerset’s coast is rich in marine life in the 
intertidal zone, with wintering shore birds from 
the north, with wildflowers and breeding birds in 
summer and with abundant geology and fossils.  A 
Somerset coast trail will help people explore and 
identify much of what they might see.

By improving access to, and then marketing, parts 
of the coastal paths of Somerset, we can open up 
the whole area to tourists, nature lovers and local 
people. This would benefit both local businesses 
and the special landscapes and habitats.

By raising the profile of Somerset’s coast, it will be 
better appreciated, understood and protected into 
the future.

There will be new business opportunities along the 
whole length - from Brean Down to County Gate. 
Cafes, cycle hire shops, hotels and nature guides 
can spring up to cater for new demands - just as 
they have along the Jurassic Coast.

The chance to get a win-win for the economy 
and environment should not be missed - and the 
Somerset LNP is well placed to get the right people 
together to make this a reality.

But there is much to do. We must protect the 
remaining special landscapes from unnecessary 
development; we must work with landowners to 
create access and we must build on the excellent 
work already begun.

Above: Mud Fisherman, Stolford ©Nigel Phillips
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Next Steps
We will set up a group to plan how the 
coastal trails can be improved and linked - 
making sure that there is good access and 
strong interpretation.  

We will work with communities, the 
tourism sector, planners and landowners 
to maximise local benefit.  We will bring 
together funders to help create a viable 
project.

4 32 21Minehead

Bridgwater

Some ideas for ‘branding’ parts of the Somerset coastal paths

1. The Nature Coast Trail
A 50 kilometre route all on the flat. It will 
pass the sand dunes and flats at Brean 
and Berrow where wildfowl and waders 
congregate in the winter.  It will then skirt 
Berrow Dunes Nature Reserve which has a 
wonderful array of dune wildflowers. Then 
it follows the river bank into Bridgwater 
and out along the Parrett Trail into Steart, 
where the Wildfowl and Wetland Trust are 
creating a new nature reserve.

2. The Geology Trail
A 23 kilometre walk along low cliffs, with 
numerous access points, to see amazing 
rocks and fossils - from the Jurassic and 
Triassic periods.  At low tide, the rugged 
rock beaches here are full of marine life 
including seaweeds, sea anemones, crabs 
and seashells. During summer, the cliff tops 
are full of wildflowers and breeding birds.

3. The Beach Walk Trail
A 10 kilometre flat walk past sand dunes 
full of wild flowers, and beautiful shingle 
and sand beaches.  A falling tide reveals 
of seashells, crabs and also starfish. This 
route takes you through Blue Anchor Bay 
which at its eastern is a great place to get 
familiar with seaweed, as several species 
grow close together here. The cliffs just 
east of the sea wall are a spectacular 
exposure of red Triassic sandstone rock. 

4. The Adventurers Trail
A rugged, 21 kilometre walk high above 
the sea, and within Exmoor National Park, 
with distant views across to Wales. The 
cliffs are home to ravens and buzzards, 
and gannets can be seen plunge-diving 
into the sea in summer. The half way 
point, at Porlock Weir, has the most marine 
wildlife rich rockpools along the Somerset 
coast. 1
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Feeling great
Prescribe yourself a dose of nature. It will 

help to improve your health and happiness.

Being outside and enjoying nature is both 
enjoyable and good for us.  Most of us enjoy 
spending time in natural surroundings and there is 
growing evidence that it brings health benefits as 
well.  That’s why we spend our leisure time in the 
countryside, camping, walking, gardening, bird 
watching or going to the beach.

Nature has a key role in preventing ill health, 
helping with the prevention and management of 
many health conditions: blood pressure, heart 
disease, diabetes, depression, and reducing 
weight. It can also temper other factors that affect 
health such as air quality, traffic noise and high 
temperatures.

There are many potential physical, mental and 
social benefits that good quality, accessible green 
space and infrastructure can provide: 

• Improvements in levels of physical health

• Promotion of mental well-being

• Facilitation of social and community cohesion.

In Somerset, three quarters of adults do not take 
enough exercise to benefit their health. There has 
been a significant increase in overweight and 
obesity in the County - which is estimated to cost 

Above: Wildlife Walks ©Matthew Roberts
Opposite: Misteltoe Marble training event ©Joy Williams
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the local NHS £138 million per year.  In 
response to these concerns, the Shadow 
Somerset Health and Wellbeing Board 
(HWB) are prioritising preventative action, 
to achieve their three priorities; 

• people and communities take 
responsibility for their own health and 
wellbeing

• families and communities are thriving 
and resilient, and

• people can live independently for as 
long as possible.    

The benefits of being able to get out into 
a natural environment are clear.  We need 
to make sure that every Somerset resident 
can access nature, wherever they live. 

We would encourage all new developments 
to have significant tree planting and open 
space; we would urge local planners to 
restrict the loss of gardens to off-street 
parking and we would work with partners to 
create new habitats in all regeneration and 
new development. In that way, both nature 
and health benefits would be built in from 
the start.

Of course, we also need to stop the loss 
of greenspaces and wildlife habitats within 
the County.  With proper access and 
management, our greenspace can provide 
a win for nature, health and the economy.

Next Steps
We would like to work closely with all 
partners who have responsibilities for 
improving the health of local people. We 
will work to design projects and places 
which will improve the health of the local 
population, increase enjoyment of nature, 
improve local habitats and save money. 

We would like to work with the Clinical 
Commissioning Group to trial a range of 
nature based programmes that prevent ill 
health and address chronic ill health. 

We will encourage more people to use the 
countryside by promoting the benefits and 
signposting the opportunities for a range 
of physical activities.



20 Betony ©Matthew Marshall | mjmarshallphotography.co.uk
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Five grand
We are ambitious about what can be done - 

if we work together.

While we are clear that the Somerset LNP 
is not able to deliver projects directly, 
we can help create the right conditions 
for change. Through the priority projects 
outlined in this Prospectus and more 
widely, we will work with our partners to 
secure real benefits over the next 5 years.

• 1000 NEW JOBS Whether through 
an Ecological Enterprise Zone, green 
technologies or nature tourism, we aim 
to show that caring for nature can be 
good for the economy as well.

• 1000 MORE FOOTBALL PITCHES 
OF NATURE-RICH LAND By working 
at a landscape scale on the Somerset 
Levels and around Steart Point and by 
better land-use planning, we aim to 
increase the amount of priority habitat 
in the County.

• 1000 HOMES AT REDUCED RISK 
FROM FLOODING Whether through 
upland management, reducing urban 
run-off or creating natural flood 
alleviation systems, we can help to 
reduce the effects of more flooding in 
the future.

• 1000 MORE NATURE 
VOLUNTEERS We know that most 
people value their natural surroundings, 
so we will work with our member 
organisations to bring more people out 
to support our goals. 

• 1000 MORE PEOPLE ACTIVE IN 
THE ENVIRONMENT We aim to 
promote local schemes that will see 
NHS patients prescribed a dose of 
Nature - for their physical and mental 
wellbeing. We will pilot a scheme with 
prisoners and ex-offenders.
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Somerset LNP
We are a new body, working locally as a 

voice for the natural environment.

The government have encouraged the setting up 
of Local Nature Partnerships (LNPs). It is intended 
that these should work alongside Local Enterprise 
Partnerships (LEPs).  Operating at the strategic 
level, LNPs will help to champion the value of 
nature. They will work with different sectors to 
benefit the natural environment, and to tackle 
some of the knotty challenges facing nature in 
local areas.

SOMERSET LNP
Following some funding from the government 
in early 2012, we have now established a Local 
Nature Partnership for Somerset.

We have three overall aims:

• to create a shared vision and set of priorities for 
Somerset’s natural environment

• to provide strong environmental leadership for 
nature at the strategic level, and

• to forge strong and active connections with 
other sectors.

Our role is all about working with others. We don’t 
have the resources to deliver much on our own - 
but we have the right contacts and partners to help 
raise expectations and to help deliver real change.

We feel passionately that our natural environment 
is not a nice extra, it is central to our lives now 
and into the future. Decision-makers involved in 

Above: Identifying Grasses, Sedges and Rushes ©Ross Hoddinott/2020VISION
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local government, economic development 
and wider social welfare should be taking 
account of how important the natural 
environment can be for the work that they 
do. 

We will help by bringing different views 
together; we will show the compelling 
evidence there is for working with nature 
and we will aim to influence those in 
positions of power.

Ours will be a strong and mature 
voice for nature. We are not against 
all development - we fully understand 
the need for sustainable housing and 
economic development - and we want 
to have a constructive dialogue with 
builders, planners, companies and local 
communities. We think there are excellent 
examples of how to build in the needs of 
nature to enhance the value and quality of 
any development.

Our role will be to speak with one voice 
on behalf of the various environmental 
bodies - having clear priorities and 
offering clear choices. In many instances, 
we would only ask for small shifts in policy 
or design which can make a huge impact 
for everyone.

We are fortunate to have a number 
of well-known people who support 
our aims and have agreed to become 
Ambassadors.  They will help us in our 
influencing role - speaking out for nature 
when needed.  

In the end, we will succeed if we can 
influence the policies of the local 
authorities and the LEP; if we can secure 
the resources needed to support our aims; 
if we can increase the awareness of the 
true value of nature and if we can make 
sure that economic development is not ‘at 
any cost’.

There is a big prize to be won by doing 
things differently, by joining up the work 
of different bodies to create better health, 
more jobs, new development and growing 
business - all in line with the needs of 
nature.
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What Next?
Despite a lack of public funding we need to 

turn words into action.

Over the last fifty years, we have seen a rapid 
decline in the quality, variety and amount of our 
natural areas. Our growing population, increasing 
development and intensive agriculture have 
diminished our natural capital - and now climate 
change presents an even bigger threat.

So now, more than ever, we have to protect and 
improve what is left. Nature is important for its own 
sake - but it is also vital for our common future.

We have identified four things that the Somerset 
LNP will do over the next year to start delivering 
the sort of change that is needed. The sort of 
change that will improve our natural capital and 
make us more resilient in the next few decades.

• Find new funding

• Widen our influence

• Open up our decision-making

• Publicise the importance of our work

FIND NEW FUNDING
There are some good opportunities to influence 
new funding pots and to secure resources for 
our work. In particular, we will work with the LEP, 

Above: Above: Young Boy Holding a Small Toad ©Ross Hoddinott/2020VISION
Opposite: Betony ©Matthew Marshall | mjmarshallphotography.co.uk
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government and local partners to explore: 
the Rural Growth Fund / Network; a Rural 
Deal; new EU Structural Fund programmes 
and CAP; a Rural Business Fund; and 
funding for Pilot schemes.

WIDEN OUR INFLUENCE
We think that, by having a constructive 
relationship with key partners, we can find 
deals that are good for wildlife as well as 
the economy. We will bring new groups of 
people together who, perhaps, have not 
always seen eye to eye. We believe that 
the old, rather confrontational, debates 
are not always effective - positive dialogue 
can help unlock solutions to long-standing 
problems.  We will also make sure that 
our ideas are supported by good research, 
building on good practice.

OPEN UP OUR DECISION-MAKING
We are a new organisation that depends 
on building trust with partners - so 
we think that we should conduct our 
business openly. We will hold at least 2 
open meetings each year to encourage 
people to see what we are trying to do; 

to suggest new ideas and to challenge us 
where necessary. We will publish all our 
plans, papers and minutes on-line. We 
will publish a report each year that will 
describe what we have achieved, and what 
we still have to do.

PUBLICISE THE IMPORTANCE OF 
OUR WORK
The best way to get support for our work 
is to show how effective it is. People who 
walk the Mendip grasslands, or come 
to see the wonders of the Brue Valley, or 
are encouraged to grow their own food 
for the first time - these will be our best 
supporters. However, in the meantime, we 
will work closely with the local media to 
showcase some of the best examples of 
the environment and economy working 
hand in hand. 

We are also setting up and supporting a 
group of Ambassadors. These are well-
known local people who share a love of 
nature and are able to influence at the 
highest level. 
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Nature supports every aspect of our lives 
- in our homes, our communities and our 

businesses.

Most of us enjoy nature.  We enjoy being out in 
the fields and on the beach, wandering in the 
woods and along river banks. Maybe we take 
our dogs for a walk; maybe we enjoy fishing; or 
perhaps we are avid bird-watchers. Somehow 
being out in the environment connects us  with 
nature and makes us feel fulfilled.

These are strong instincts - and reason enough 
to make sure we continue to have access to wild 
places. But nature is so much more important than 
that.

Nature is the very stuff of life. 

We benefit from nature’s services every day - fresh 
water, clean air, protection from flooding, food, 
medicines, pollination - even though we may not 
realise it. These benefits are often called ecosystem 
services and we can describe them in four groups:

• Provision: eg food, medicines

• Regulation: eg carbon storage, preventing 
erosion, water filtering

• Support: eg pollination

• Culture: tourism, recreation, wellbeing

Why Nature is 
Important

Above: Mute Swan ©Jeff Bevan | jeffbevan.co.uk
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Many of these things are never given a 
value (perhaps they are beyond value). 
Nevertheless, because they are not 
‘costed’ into economic thinking, we often 
take decisions as if these natural benefits 
had NO value.

As a result, many environments have 
become degraded and no longer provide 
all the services we need.

Our soils have become less fertile, our bee 
populations have been severely reduced, 
our natural flood defenses have been 
compromised, our seas have been over-
fished and our climate is being changed 
irrevocably. These things have direct 
impacts on our lives, our homes, our jobs 
and our health.

Our aim is to make sure that we all 
understand the true value of the natural 
world - and how it can be used to create 
added value and a more secure future.

We should not forget that the environment 
underpins almost 12% of our economy. 

- it is the resource on which farmers and 
foresters and tourism business depend. 
We should not forget that our wildlife 
and landscapes are a major part of what 
attracts businesses, workers and investors 
to Somerset. It makes sense to build up 
rather than diminish that natural capital.

In the coming decades, we will also rely 
on our natural resources to help us cope 
with the challenges of climate change, 
extreme weather, sea level rise, resource 
pressures and new diseases. The decisions 
we take now about how we work with 
nature will have profound effects on the 
world our children will live in.

At the LNP, we don’t think we should 
oppose change but should work with it. 
By understanding what people need and 
by working with the grain of the nature, 
we can bring many more benefits to 
many more people - health, wealth and 
happiness.

Our natural environment

Supports

Improves

Provides

Business Investment

Jobs in many sectors

Tourism Recreation and leisure

Key habitats

Climate regulation

Pollination

Flood alleviation

Natural resources

Health and wellbeing

Property values

Air and water quality

Labour productivity
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The LNP cannot do this alone. We need to 
make the right links with other bodies and 

other areas.

It is clear from the White Paper: The 
Natural Choice that the Government 
expects Local Nature Partnerships to 
work constructively with Local Enterprise 
Partnerships. It hopes that LNPs will 
influence local decision-making and will 
provide leadership in setting a shared 
vision and priorities for their area.

We will establish a strong partnership with 
the Heart of the South West LEP. In time we 
hope to ensure a seat on their Board ‘on 
behalf of nature’ - and we will invite them 
to be represented on our Board. Together 
we can help build a strong green economy 
in Somerset.

We will seek formal ties with Somerset 
County Council and the District Councils 
to assist them in using their freedoms 
under the Localism Act to protect and 
improve the natural environment.

As we believe that nature has a much 
wider role to play in a healthy society, 
we will work closely with the new Health 
and Wellbeing Board and the Clinical 
Commissioning Groups to realise 
opportunities. Equally, we aim to develop 
partnerships with housebuilders and 
developers to reach Nature Agreements 
across the County.

We will have a key role to play in bringing 
environmental groups together to speak 
with one, more powerful, voice on critical 
issues.

We have to hold our partners to account, 
on behalf of nature.  We have to challenge 
them to support a shared set of priorities 
and to use their resources to deliver real 
change.  We will use our influence, our 
Ambassadors and our members to speak 
out - because we all know that we rely on 
nature for our livelihoods and our lives.

Linkages
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